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Dr. Gabor Révész, the youngest member of the Editorial Board of
the journal Mathematica Pannonica, passed away unexpected because
of a hearth-attack, on June 29, 1997 in Budapest. He was born on
May 31, 1954 in Budapest, and here he began his grammar school.
After having finished the Secondary School “Fazekas Mihdly” in 1972,
he studied two years at the University of Economics in Budapest.

He left for West Europe in 1974; after a short stay in Paris he went
over to England. He resumed his university studies at the Mathematical
Section of the London School of Economics and Political Science. There
the Senate conferred him the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1978, and
at the same University he got the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1981
as a student of Professor P. M. Cohn. He began his academic activity
in the Bedford College as a visiting lecturer in the 1981-82 Academic
Year. In 1982-84 he continued his activity as a research fellow at the
London School of Economics and Political Science. He spent half of this
period in West—Berlin as a fellow of the University. Between 198487
he was a visiting assistant professor in the States, at the Umver51ty of
Kansas.

As the pressure of the dictatorship back home in Hungary low-
ered, called by his family and homeland, he returned to the country, he
married and became the father of a son. He continued his career at the
Mathematical Institute of the University of Miskolc in autumn 1987 in
that time directed by the author of these lines. Here he taught courses
“Higher Mathematics” and “Linear Algebra” on a high level and be-
sides his intensive scientific activity he contributed a lot to reorganize
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the scientific activity of the Institute. The Institute benefited of his
British and American relations and the experience gained abroad. He
was an associated professor when, due to financial restrictions, he was
forced to leave the University in 1995. He restarted his activity — very
successfully — in the area of economics. ,

Because of his untimely and unexpected death his wish to come
back to the University life is for always unfulfilled.

Now I turn to the short description of the scientific work of G.
Révész.

The results of his doctoral thesis have been pubhshed in [2], [3]
and [4].

Let R be aring and ¥ a set of square matrices over R and consider
the universal »-inverting ring Ry. The set 3 of all matrices over R
which become invertible over Ry is a monoid containing 3. Denote by
A(2) the universal abelian group of 3. G. Révész proves in [1] that if
Ry is veakly finite and the natural map A : R — Ry is rank-preserving,
then the induced map A : A(¥) — K (Rg) is an isomorphism. When
R is a Syvester domain with universal field of fractions U, this leads to
an explicit expression for Kq(U).

If R is a ring with unity, then an epic R-field is a field K together
with a homomorphism f : R — K such that f(R) generates K. Révész
gives in [3] necessary and sufficient conditions in terms of matrix cones
for

(i) an epic R-field to be orderable,
(ii) an ordering of R to be extendable to a field of fractions of R
and ‘ o
(iii) for such an extension to be unique.

 He presents in [4] a way of obtaining the universal (skew) field
U of fractions for certain free rings. Following Amitsur he presents
U as a subfield of an ultrapower of a field, using in the construction
P. M. Cohn'’s specialization lemma.

Let F be the free group an a set X. In [6] various ways of full or-
dering F' are considered, starting with a full-order < of the free monoid
T on X and then showing that if < extends to a suitable epimorphic
image of F' then < extends to F itself.

Let S be a totally ordered semigroup which is positively ordered
(that is az > a, za > a for all z,a). Révész proves in [8] that if S is
generated by a well-ordered subset, then S is itself well-ordered.
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In 1993 together with J. Szigeti and Zs. Tuza they introduced in
[9] the notion of Eulerian polynomial identities of matrices, and proved
a generalization of the famous Amitsur-Levitzki Theorem. Their con-
struction gives a wide class of polynomial identities of matrices over
commutative rings, and became a fruitful source for further research in
recent years (see for ex. [10], [11] and [12].)
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